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1: INTRODUCTION 

The Dialogue Guide should be used as a reference to support 
your speaking exam preparation.   
 
Please note: This guide is best used together with the tutorial 
guide: ‘Inglés Málaga Dialogue Tutorial: B1 EOI Places to Live. 
The Tutorial guide provides step-by-step instructions on how to 
develop an exam-ready dialogue. It also gives you a model to 
adapt and copy for different dialogue topics. 
 
Passing an exam is not based on the number of hours you study, but on 
how you study and what you study – study smart – not hard! 

Why should I use this guide? 

1. You will save time, as we have done the donkey work. 
2. It gives you the knowledge, techniques and tools needed to pass the 

EOI dialogue task. 
3. It will help you to study better by making you focus 

your time and effort on learning useful sentences and 
phrases for the exam – i.e. sentences and phrases which 
show the exam assessment descriptors criteria 

In one document you have the essentials 

1. The Knowledge 
― Examples of different types of dialogues 
― The EOI exam assessment criteria - Andalusia format 

 
2. The Techniques & Skills 
Exam-ready sentences and phrases to: 

― Start dialogues for formal and informal situations 
― Express personal thoughts and ideas 
― Express general opinions 
― Introduce new points and give reasons for opinions 
― Give advice, and make suggestions and recommendations 
― Ask and answer questions 
― Negotiate and persuade by agreeing and disagreeing 
― Finish dialogues  

 
3. The Tools 

― A complete exam-ready model 
― A dialogue template to help plan and develop models for 

different dialogue exam questions 
― A bank of useful connectors and linking words  
― A bank of useful discourse markers and adverbial phrases  

4. Advice & Tips 
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2: DIALOGUE TYPES 

1. Dialogue situations can be either formal or informal. 
2. Generally speaking, dialogue exam questions can be divided into 4 types:  

― Type 1: Candidates discuss the same topic but are given different points of view. 
― Type 2: Candidates are given exactly the same information. 
― Type 3: Candidates take on different roles in advice or complaint situations. 
― Type 4: Candidates take on different roles in traditional interview settings. 

3. Practise and develop models for all four types of dialogues. 
 

DIALOGUE TYPE TOPIC / SITUATION CANDIDATE A CANDIDATE B 

TYPE ONE: SAME TOPIC - DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW 

 1. Open a restaurant business Fast Food Vegetarian Food 

 2. Give a present Give money Buy a present 

 
3. Punishment for vandalism 

on school property 
Head Teacher – serious 

problem 
Parent - not a serious 

problem  

 4. Study abroad London Ireland 

 5. Social media Benefits Negative things 

 6. Eating out Mexican Restaurant Spanish Restaurant 

 7. Buy a house Countryside Cottage City Flat 

 8. Holidays Last-minute booking Planned holiday 

 9. Set up company Online Traditional Shop 

 10. Have fun Go out Stay in 

 11. Flatmate Complaint Never cleans up Always cleaning 

 12. Organise a hen/stag party Expensive restaurant Cheap fast-food  

 13. Join a club Sports Creative 

 14. Memories Loved school Hated school 

 15. Ideal partner Good looking Intelligent 

 16. Organise a honeymoon Beach Historical cities 

 17. Streaming Entertainment Netflix & films Sports & wildlife 

 18. Offered a new job Accept the job Decline the job 

COMPLETE EXAM QUESTION EXAMPLES 

B1 Module 2A PLACE TO LIVE 

You are moving to live with your friends, and you are 
deciding where to live. You think the best option is a 
cottage in the country. Explain to your friends the 
advantages of living there. Try to come to an 
agreement. 

B1 Module 2B PLACE TO LIVE 

You are moving to live with your friends, and you are 
deciding where to live. You think the best option is a 
flat in the city centre. Explain to your friends the 
advantages of living there. Try to come to an 
agreement. YOU BEGIN 
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5: LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS BANK 

1.   OPENING LINES 

ASSESSMENT 
CODES 

The opening lines you use will depend on the specific dialogue.  
  
 

A: INFORMAL GREETINGS 

Ex + Idiom 1. Hi Ana, How are you? (+ introduce the topic- see example sentences below) 

Pasts + PV 2. Hey Ana, I was just thinking about you because (+ introduce the topic- see 
example sentences below) 

DQ +V 3. Good morning darling, how´s your day going? (+ introduce the topic- see 
example sentences below)  

  
  B: FORMAL GREETINGS 

Present + V + MV 1. Good afternoon and welcome to our meeting. We are here to talk about 
stress and to give advice on different ways to stop this problem. 

Polite Ex + Past 2. Good morning. I’m afraid I would like to make a complaint about a 
smartphone I bought from this shop last month. 

    
  C: INTRODUCE THE TOPIC & YOUR ROLE 

Pasts + PV+   
MV + Linker 

 
Pasts + MV+ 

Linker + Idiom 

1. So, remember last week when we were talking about where to live? Well, 
I’ve been thinking about it, and it seems to me that we should rent a flat in 
the city because (+ introduce your first idea) (e.g. living in a city is fun.) 

2. So, remember last week when I was telling you that I have a job interview 
next week? Well, I’ve been thinking about it, and I think I should buy an 
expensive suit because (+ introduce your first idea) (e.g. I want to look 
smart) 

Pasts + Linker + V 3. Anyway, remember last week when we were talking about organising an 
event to raise money for a charity?  Well, I’ve thought about a few ideas. So, 
I think we should organise a music festival because (+ introduce your first 
idea) (e.g. firstly, it will be popular because…) 
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8: COHERENCE: LIST OF CONNECTORS 

1: CONNECTORS: FORMAL & INFORMAL 

You must use connectors in your exam. Connectors help you to organise your ideas more clearly. They 
add structure and coherence to your speaking. This helps the listener understand what you are saying. 

1. F = a formal connector  
2. B INF = the bare infinitive, or the infinitive without TO  
3. ING = the gerund 

ADDING 
INFORMATION 

CONTRASTING 
INFORMATION 

GIVING A 
REASON 

EXPLAINING A 
RESULT / 

CONSEQUENCE 

ORDERING / 
SUMMARISING 
INFORMATION 

PURPOSE 

And But  Because So Firstly, secondly, 
thirdly 

In order to 
+ B INF 

Also While Since Therefore Finally So as to +  
B INF 

As well as Although  As As a result All in all, I think  

Besides However This is why Consequently F In a nutshell,   

What is more In contrast F Due to F As a consequence 
F To sum up  

Apart from that Even though F Due to the 
fact that F  In short  

Another thing Whereas F For this 
reason F  To summarise F  

In addition On the one 
hand,… However, 

on the other 
hand,… 

  In summary F  

Furthermore F   In conclusion F  

Moreover F Despite +ING / 
Noun F     
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2: EOI ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – THE MARKING DESCRIPTORS 

Remember that different authorities use different assessment systems; however, the descriptors are broadly the same. In other words, candidates are 
expected to demonstrate the same level of language ability and fluency, regardless of where they take the exam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


